
MY TALK 

My name is Sr. Gertrude Nwachukwu, a member of the Congregation of 

the Daughters of Charity of the Most Precious Blood.  We are an 

international Congregation founded in Italy by Blessed Thomas Maria 

Fusco in the year1873. We have missions in Different countries such as, 

Nigeria, Brazil, India, Philippines, and Indonesia, besides ministering in 

Italy and in United States. 

 

First, I would like to express my thanks to Bishop Sweeney for inviting 

my Congregation in sharing in the Missionary Cooperation Plan of the 

Diocese of Paterson, along with the Cooperation of your Pastor, Rev. 

John F. Tarantino to whom I am particularly grateful.  

 

As I am doing my ministry here in the United States, I visit Nigeria now 

and then. Every time I Visit, I see a lot of suffering going on, even 

though the sisters are doing their best to make both ends meet with help 

of good people like you, however, the need is more than the help the 

sisters are getting.  

In Nigeria, we have an orphanage, known as “Hope House” we have 

nursery school, elementary school and high school, financial help is 

constantly needed.  Although our sisters in Nigeria are being supported 

by a group from Italy, the need is more than the support they are getting. 

That is exactly why we are asking good people like you to please help 

our financial need so that we can in turn reach out to those who have the 

greatest need.  

 



Our missions in Nigeria aim at helping children live a decent and 

healthy life. Our sisters work hard to keep the children in schools where 

they are nurtured in many ways. The children receive religious 

instructions, academic studies and are fed as well as taking care of when 

they are sick. 

In villages where the children live too far to walk to our school, the 

families are encouraged by the sisters to send them to nearby schools 

and, depending on means that they have, the Sisters even go to those 

schools to pay for the children’s tuition. 

 

This is possible through donations of European sponsors who, by 

adopting at a distance one or two children, they pledge to send monthly 

or yearly contributions towards their education and well-being. Children 

diagnosed with HIV positive or AIDS victims are often orphaned and 

have greater needs, like doctors and medicines. The cost of medicine, if 

and when available, is dramatic; nevertheless our Sisters push to their 

limits as long as they can provide, even the least relief, for those under 

care. 

 

The Hope House, which accommodates about 25 children, from infants 

to three years old, tries to provide as much as possible the comforts that 

they need. 

 

However, all this can be accomplished only with your help. What is 

done in the missions is because of what you do to make it possible. 

 



Every time we contribute to the missions we send a strong message of 

compassion and solidarity, not only to those who receive, but also to 

those who administer the goods. Seeing such demonstration of love and 

concern they become more energized and strengthened as they carry out 

the message of Jesus; ‘What you do to the least of my brothers and 

sisters you do for me”  

 

Before I close, I must share with you an incident that happened last time 

I traveled to Nigeria. I was visiting with the sisters in our orphanage; a 

lady came in crying with a very tender baby in her hand, the sisters 

rushed out to see what was happening. This lady narrated her story as 

she cried “Sisters please help me I have no money and I don’t want to 

lose my grand baby. My daughter in-law was 6 months pregnant and my 

son got killed by a car where he was waiting for a bus to come home 

from work, and now my daughter in-law died after delivering her baby. I 

became very emotional. Before she came, the sister in charge of the 

orphanage had decided that she is not taking any more babies because no 

accommodation and not enough money to meet their needs. Despite all 

odds, sister accepted the baby and the grandmother brightened up. 

 

May God continue to give each one of us a missionary heart, a heart that 

is big enough to let Christ in and with Him all others. 

 

I thank you for your attentiveness, your support, your generosity and 

most of all, your prayers. May God shower you and your families with 

his blessings.     


