
Join fellow parishioners on a 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

April 23 thru May 3, 2023 
 

Hurry and register as space is limited to 40 people and it is filling fast! 

A $500 deposit secures your spot. 

Contents in this packet contain: 

 Flyer featuring pilgrimage highlights 

Travel itinerary 

Important Information Fact Sheet 

Registration Form 



 



 



 

Father Jim Conover Holy Land Tour April 23, 2023 

Days Itinerary Accommodation Mass 

Day 1 Departure from USA to Tel Aviv -----   ----- 

Day2 

 

Arrival at Ben Gurionairport - meet with your guide - Mass at Jaffa- 

Bethlehem 

Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem 

Grand Court Hotel 

Jerusalem or Similar 

 Mass at St Peter 

Day3 

 

After breakfast, start the day by celebrating Mass at the Nativity 

Church, the birthplace of Jesus Christ. Sing in the Grotto where Jesus 

was born. Continue on to visit the Manger Square, the Church of St 

Catherine and the Grotto of St Jerome and Milk Grotto. Continue to 

Beit Sahour to visit Shepherd’s Field. Visit Herodion, the summer 

Palace of Herod the Great and his burial site. Overnight stay in 

Jerusalem  

 

 

Grand Court Hotel 

Jerusalem or Similar 

 Mass at the Nativity Church 

 

Day4 After breakfast, drive to Bethany, visit the Church of the Tomb of 

Lazarus, celebrate Holy Mass there, then drive through the Judean 

Wilderness. Stop there to see the old Jericho Road and the Valley of 

the Shadow of Death. Continue on to Jericho, to see the oldest city in 

the world, and the sycamore tree. View Mount Temptation. Later 

after lunch, we drive to the Jordan River - beyond Jordan, for the 

renewal of the Baptismal Vows. Later, we will have the opportunity 

to see Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. The end of 

the day will be at the Dead Sea to experience floating on the lowest 

surface on the earth. Return to hotel, refresh and then we will have a 

traditional dinner with special folk performance at the Tent 

Restaurant in the Town of Shepherd’s field. Dinner and overnight in 

Jerusalem  

Grand Court Hotel 

Jerusalem or Similar 

 Mass at the Church of 

Bethany- Tomb of Lazarus 

 



 

 

Day5 Early start to walk through the Via Dolorosa “the Stations of the 

Cross” to reach the most sacred place for Christians, the Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre to visit Golgotha and the Tomb of our Lord. 

Walk through the Jewish Quarter, see the Cardo, the Roman Street to 

Mount Zion. Visit the Cenacle, where the Last Supper took place, 

and the Tomb of King David. Nearby, see the Dormition Abbey; the 

site where our Blessed Mother fell into eternal sleep. Walk down to 

St Peter in Gallicantu to visit the Dungeon where our Lord spent the 

night after he was arrested from the Garden of Gethsemane. Later, 

drive to West Jerusalem to visit the Shrine of the Book and the 

Model of Jerusalem, second temple period. Back to hotel, dinner and 

overnight stay in Jerusalem. 

 

Grand Court Hotel 

Jerusalem or Similar 

 Mass at the Holy Sepulcher 

Church 

Day6 

 

Encourage visits to Pool of Bethesda, then the Western Wall, the 

holiest place for Jewish People. Optional: drive to EinKarem, the 

birthplace of St John the Baptist to visit the church that 

commemorates his memory. Then walk up the hill to reach the 

Visitation Church where Mary proclaimed her famous Magnificat. In 

the afternoon, drive to Jerusalem, to the top of the Mount of Olives. 

Visit the Chapel of the Ascension and visit Pater Noster where Jesus 

taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer. From the top of Mount of 

Olives, enjoy the panoramic view of the old city of Jerusalem. 

Dinner at your hotel in Jerusalem Visit the Garden of Gethsemane 

and the Church of All Nations FOR HOLY HOUR. Overnight in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Grand Court Hotel 

Jerusalem or Similar 

Mass at EinKarem 

Day7-  

 

After breakfast, we will check out from the hotel to move toward 

Galilee. On the way we will stop at Emmaus for Holy Mass. 

Continue on to Caesarea Maritima, the capital of the Roman province 

at the time of Jesus. Drive to Muhraka, the place where Elijah 

confronted the Baal priests, and enjoy a panoramic view of Jezrael 

Valley. Continue on to Tel Megiddo, the most important city in the 

old days, which was mentioned later in the book of Revelations. 

Drive to Tiberius to check into your hotel. Dinner and overnight stay 

Ron Beach hotel  or 

Similar 

Mass at Emmaus 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in Tiberius. 

  

Day8 

 

After breakfast, start the day by enjoying a scenic boat ride across the 

Sea of Galilee. Continue on to Capernaum: the home of our Lord 

during His ministry,  visit the synagogue. Drive to the site of 

Multiplication of Loaves and Fishes “Tabgha”, continue on to visit 

the Church of St Peter’s Primacy. Ascend to the top of Mount of 

Beatitudes to celebrate Mass. Drive up to Caesarea Philippi, where 

Jesus told St.. Peter “You are the rock, and upon this rock I will build 

my church”. Back to hotel for dinner and overnight stay in Tiberius. 

 

Ron Beach Hotel  or 

Similar 

 Mass at Mt of Beatitudes 

Day9 

 

After breakfast, drive to Mount Tabor to visit the site of the 

Transfiguration of Jesus and enjoy the amazing scenery of Jezrael 

Valley. Celebrate Mass at the top of the mount. Drive to Nazareth: 

the Basilica of the Annunciation, the Byzantine church of St Joseph 

and Mary’s Well. Continue on to Cana of Galilee, where Jesus 

performed His first miracle changing the water into wine, renewal of 

wedding vows.  Back to the hotel for dinner and overnight stay in 

Tiberius.  

 

Ron Beach Hotel  or 

Similar 

Mass at Mt Tabor 

Day10 

 

After breakfast, drive to Haifa, ascend to Mount Carmel for the 

amazing panoramic view of the City of Haifa and the Port. Celebrate 

Holy Mass at the Church of Stella Maris and the Cave of Elijah. 

Enjoy a farewell dinner and overnight stay in Tiberius 

Ron Beach Hotel  or 

Similar 

 Mass at Stella Maris 

Day11 

 

Drive to the airport to catch your flight back to the USA. 

 

----------  

 



HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE APRIL 23, 2023:    SOME INFORMATION 
 
Do I need to know the local language? 
 
Your Guide/Tour Escort will conduct the pilgrimage in English but is 
multilingual and able to communicate locally should you need any 
assistance. 
 
How can I prepare for my pilgrimage? 
 
Prepare Physically: If you are not accustomed to physical activity, begin 
walking 1-2 times a day. 
Prepare Spiritually: Attend Mass regularly and/or spend some quiet time in 
Church. 
 
How should I raise questions/concerns during my pilgrimage? 
 
If you need help during your pilgrimage, your guide is there to assist you at 
any time! Please communicate any problems, concerns, or complaints 
directly to your tour escort immediately so that we can best address your 
needs. Your guide is at your disposal for any issues, such as hotel 
accommodations, meals, transportation, etc. There is very little that can be 
done to rectify a concern once you return home – most concerns can be 
dealt with swiftly once brought to your guide’s attention. 
 
General Info About Your Documents 
 
Please visit www.tsa.gov for the most up to date travel restrictions 
 
Passports and Visas 
 
All U.S. citizens must travel with a valid passport to enter Israel. Your 
passport MUST be valid at least 6 months to one year upon your scheduled 
return date to the USA.   
 
If you have not yet obtained your passport, or just noticed that it will not be 
valid 6 months after your return, URGENTLY contact your local passport 
office and apply for an expedited passport/-or passport renewal. 
A visa is not required for U.S. citizens for entry into Israel. 
 

For those who hold a passport from a foreign country, please be advised 
that it is the passenger’s responsibility to reconfirm if any visas are required. 
Below please find embassy information on the country you will be visiting. 
*Please Note: Israel does not stamp your passport, instead, they give you a 
card containing all your personal information. This rule applies to tourists 
who enter either overland or by air. It is important that you keep this card in 
your wallet (it is about the size of a credit card), at all times during your 
stay. 
Please don’t lose it! 
 
Emergency Telephone Numbers in Israel (Holy Land): 
Emergency Police: 100 
Ambulance/Medical: 101 
Fire Service: 102 
 
 
 
Airport Check-In 
 
 
How early should I arrive at the airport? 
 
Domestic Travel: Arrive at least two (2) hours prior to flight 
International Travel: Arrive at least three (3) hours prior to flight 
 
 
Screening & Security When Traveling to Israel at Newark. 
This is usually swift and uneventful.  It is similar to screenings done for 
domestic flights. 
 
Returning home . . . 
 
The security process at Israeli Airports is very thorough. As you may have 
heard, Israel is known for their strict security at airports to ensure safety. 
Below please find a brief “walk through” of what your check-in experience 
at Tel Aviv Airport is like, so you are informed and prepared. You may notice 
throughout your time at the airport that there are MANY uniformed and un-
uniformed security personnel. You will go through a security checkpoint as  
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soon as you arrive and before you reach the ticket counter. There is a line to 
wait your turn to be interviewed and screened. When you get to the front of 
the line, you will be interviewed by a security person. Questions will range 
from: why/where you traveled in Israel, where did you visit, how long was 
your stay, where are you going now, etc. Your interview should be very 
professional and well-trained. Do not hesitate to let them know you were a 
part of a Catholic Pilgrimage group tour. You may be asked additional 
questions about your occupation, family, etc. Do not worry or be insulted, 
this is a part of the interviewer’s job and the process. Interviews are usually 
brief, but sometimes can last longer and be more in depth. Your baggage 
will also be sent through an X-ray/chemical analysis machine. Randomly, 
travelers are selected for a more thorough screening of their luggage. If you 
are selected you will be directed to the inspection area where you will be 
asked to open your luggage. Do not be surprised if your entire bag is 
unpacked and electrical devices examined. Again, this is a part of the 
process. Next you will headed to the ticket counter to get your boarding 
pass. This step can take quite a while as the airline representative must 
enter a lot of information prior to printing the boarding passes. Be patient  
 
 

 
 
and take the time to reflect on some of the highlights of your trip. After 
getting your boarding pass, you will go through passport control. Your 
passport numbers will be entered into a computer that the Israel 
government uses for security and to track tourism in Israel. Again, you may 
be asked several questions about your-self, family, travel companion, and 
the reason for your trip; this is routine procedure. Your passport will be 
stamped and you will be on your way. Finally, you will go through the actual 
security gate and personal screening machines. You should follow the 
directions given by the security personnel (i.e. whether or not to remove 
your shoes, laptop, etc). Remember to remove everything from your 
pockets, along with your belt and watch. Anyone who beeps at the metal 
detector will also receive a scan with the hand held detection wand. Further 
inspections are rare and initiated only if concerns arise. Once through this 
final security you can proceed to your gate. You can enjoy shopping or 
snacking before your flight departs! The whole process usually takes 
approximately 45-60 minutes from the time you ar-rive till you make it to 
your gate. However, certain times of the year, back-ups can occur and the 
entire check-in and security process can last longer. The process is very 
organized and calm. No one will bark orders, yell at any of the passengers, 
or act unprofessional in any way.  In a word, just go with the flow and relax. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Holy Land Pilgrimage – Resurrection Parish 



Holy Land Pilgrimage:   April 23, 2023 

 Welcome pilgrim!  Great plans for a rewarding and uplifting opportunity to walk 
  where Jesus walked and to pray where he prayed.   
 
 
Please print all information. 
 
Name as it appears on your Passport:____________________________________________________ 
 
Passport number:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Passport expiration date:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone number:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact:_______________________________________Phone________________________ 
 
Church Traveling with:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Pilgrims can begin sending in reservations with a $500 deposit to secure the reservation.  This is refundable up to January 20 when the balance is due.   The 

check should be made out to HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN ART, memo:  Pilgrimage G. Quassis.  Mail the reservation form and check to Father James Conover at St 

Rose of Lima, 16 Mclean Street, Freehold, NJ 07728.  

 


